
 
 
16th Sunday after Pentecost – September 20, 2020  
  
Introduction  
Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus 
says that the reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his 
workers the same wage no matter what time of day they began to 
work. When God changes God’s mind about punishing Nineveh for 
their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious and merciful, 
abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God 
that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of 
God’s mercy we are all beggars. 
 

Sunday Service at 8 AM - Duncansville Evangelical Lutheran 
Church and Facebook Live  
 

Prelude – “Pastorale” by Charles Wesley  
Opening Hymn– “My God, my King, Thy Various Praise” (Psalm 145) (ROCKINGHAM OLD) 
Song of the Day – “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”  (ST. HELENA) 
Offertory – “As Saints of Old” (FOREST GREEN) 
Sending Hymn/Postlude – “On Our Way Rejoicing”  (HERMAS) 
 
Opening Hymn/Song - “My God, my King, Thy Various Praise (Psalm 145) (ROCKINGHAM OLD) 
  
My God, my King, your various praise 
shall fill the hours of all my days; 
let grace employ my humble tongue, 
let truth and glory shape the song. 
 
The wings of every hour shall bear 
some thankful tribute to your ear;  
and every setting sun shall see 
new works of duty done by me. 
 

Your truth and justice I'll proclaim; 
your bounty flows, an endless stream; 
your mercy swift, your anger slow, 
confounding every stubborn foe. 
 
God, who can tell your wondrous deeds! 
Your greatness all our thought exceeds; 
vast and unsearchable your ways; 
vast and immortal be your praise! 
 

Hymn of the Day - “There's a Wideness in God's Mercy” (ST HELENA)  
 
1.     There's a wideness in God's mercy,  
        like the wideness of the sea; 
        there's a kindness in God's justice 
        which is more than liberty. 
        There is no place where earth's sorrows 
        are more felt than up in heav'n. 
        There is no place where earth's failings 
        have such kindly judgment giv'n. 
 
2.     There is welcome for the sinner, 
        and a promised grace made good; 
        there is mercy with the Savior; 
        there is healing in his blood. 
        There is grace enough for thousands 
        of new worlds as great as this; 
        there is room for fresh creations 
        in that upper home of bliss. 
 

      3.   For the love of God is broader 
 than the measures of our mind; 
 and the heart of the Eternal 
 is most wonderfully kind. 
 But we make this love too narrow 
 by false limits of our own; 
 and we magnify its strictness 
 with a zeal God will not own. 
 
 4.  'Tis not all we owe to Jesus; 
 it is something more than all: 
 greater good because of evil, 
 larger mercy through the fall. 
 Make our love, O God, more faithful; 
 let us take you at your word, 
 and our lives will be thanksgiving 
 for the goodness of the Lord. 
 
Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt. 
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Offertory – ““As Saints of Old” (FOREST GREEN) 
 
1 As saints of old their firstfruits brought 
 of orchard, flock, and field 
 to God, the giver of all good, 
 the source of bounteous yield; 
 so we today firstfruits would bring, 
 the wealth of this good land, 
 of farm and market, shop and home, 
 of mind and heart and hand. 
 
2 A world in need now summons us 
 to labor, love, and give; 
 to make our life an offering 
 to God, that all may live. 
 The church of Christ is calling us 
 to make the dream come true: 
 a world redeemed by Christ-like love; 
 all life in Christ made new. 
 

3 In gratitude and humble trust 
 we bring our best today 
 to serve your cause and share your love 
 with all along life's way. 
 O God, who gave yourself to us 
 in Jesus Christ your Son, 
 teach us to give ourselves each day 
 until life's work is done. 
 
Text: Frank von Christierson, 1900-1996, alt. 
Text © 1961, ren. 1989 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope 
Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights 
reserved. Used by permission. 
 

 
 
 
Sending Hymn/Postlude –  “On Our Way Rejoicing” (HERMAS) 
 

1 On our way rejoicing 
 gladly let us go. 
 Christ our Lord has conquered; 
 vanquished is the foe. 
 Christ without, our safety; 
 Christ within, our joy; 
 who, if we be faithful, 
 can our hope destroy? 
 
Refrain 
 On our way rejoicing; 
 as we forward move, 
 hearken to our praises, 
 O blest God of love! 
 
 

2 Unto God the Father 
 joyful songs we sing; 
 unto God the Savior 
 thankful hearts we bring; 
 unto God the Spirit 
 bow we and adore, 
 on our way rejoicing 
 now and evermore.  Refrain 
 
Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt. 
 

 


