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Trying to find comfort in an uncomfortable world! 

 

“Comfort, comfort my people says your God.” Isaiah 40:1 

 

What is the greatest provider of comfort to you? When you are ill, does the memory of hot 

chicken soup conjure memories of a loving parent heating up a red and white can of noodle 

soup, bringing it to you in your very own Campbell soup bowl with your very own Campbell kid 

spoon to slurp it down? Or, was the soup scratch made with love and simmered for what seemed 

a lifetime until you would find comfort in it’s partaking?   Does a soft warm blanket provide you 

comfort on a chilly day or the glowing embers of a fireplace provide you with the warmth you 

are looking for? Is the strength of your partner or your family surrounding you what you most 

need to get by when you need to be comforted?  

 

In Isaiah chapter 40, we hear words of comfort followed by the prophetic announcement of the 

coming Messiah. Surely a newsletter article better suited for the Advent season of the church and 

not as we are quickly moving toward the month of May. However, in many recent conversations, 

I am faced with the reality that many people are simply in a state of uncomfortableness. The 

world is in our face because there are so many options for information sharing and it becomes 

overwhelming. Clearly defined models for living in “our” world are fast becoming redefined and 

we simply do not like it. Scapegoating others continues to plague our world and for the one who 

is finding fault with the other, it is fine until the tables are turned and we find ourselves being 

singled out by others as the problem. Societal norms for almost everything has changed. Then 

we hear it… “If we could just go back to when things were….” 

 

There you have it folks. Yes, that’s the statement! There is no greater comfort than the comfort 

of going back to a better time. The challenge is that there has never been a better time for 

everyone. In the 40s, there was war. In the 50s, the Civil Rights movement. In the 60s, Cold War 

and Vietnam. In the 70s, Women’s rights, Gay Rights, Vietnam continues. In the 80s, inflation 

and rising crime along with the HIV/AIDS crisis. In the 90s, beginning of terrorism on the home 

front. You get my drift. So, I needed to ask myself, why is it that when things begin to get tough 

do we look to the past to find comfort? The only thing I could think of is this. We survived! We 

survived all the worst moments of the past and even if we still have bad memories or even PTSD 

(Post Traumatic Stress Disorder), we continued to live and for some even began to thrive 

because of the changes that now grant hope to those once living in hopeless times.  
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Why is it that we are so afraid? In Isaiah 40, the comfort that is being talked about is the comfort 

and consoling words to God’s people that the promised Messiah is going to come into our past, 

present and future. Further, because of God’s love for the world, that same Messiah would take 

upon himself, the sins of our past, present and future and carry them to his own sacrificial death 

upon a cross. Surely there is comfort in looking back to the life, death and resurrection stories of 

our Messiah Jesus and find comfort in all that Jesus has and continues to do for us. Isn’t it time to 

stop looking to and living in the past and start living in the here and now and look forward to all 

that God has in store for our future?  

 

It is my sincere prayer that each of you is comforted in some way by knowing how much Jesus 

loves you and that everything is already done to ensure you will be comforted by God’s loving 

care.  

 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor Jaime 
 

Church Council has approved the use of 

our Family Life Center by our local 

Alcoholics Anonymous group.  Their 

meetings will be Tuesday evenings from 

approximately 8-9 PM.  The leaders will 

set up around 7 and leave around 10 after 

cleanup. The group’s typical meeting place 

is no longer available, through no fault of 

the group, and they were in need of a local 

organization to provide space.  This is a 

great outreach for our congregation to help 

provide these important support services. 

  

 

Upcoming One Service Sundays 

May 27
th

, July 1
st
, and September 

2
nd

 

Services will be held in the Nave at 

9:00 AM 

Wednesday, May 2
nd

 at 6PM  

Join us for a Eucharistic Minister Meeting 

in the Family Life Center. 

 

Wednesday, May 2
nd

 at 7:30PM 

Join us for a HIStory of Christmas Planning 

Meeting in the Family Life Center.  
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From the Seminarian’s Desk …                                    Daniel at Codorus State Park, Hanover, PA   

                                                            

How have you experienced earth as a reflection of 

God’s love?   

Resting against the strength of a giant oak tree?   

Gazing at the pattern of stars that blanket a moonlit 

sky?   

Walking along the waters of the ocean as the sun 

glitters on the caps of its waves?  

Listening to the morning reverie of the birds as they 

announce the dawn of a new day?   

For me, I experience earth in the stillness of being 

present in nature and with nature and just “be” - in awe 

of all that surrounds me… be it digging in the garden, 

or walking in the woods - hearing, seeing and touching 

creation through the lens of God – who declared all 

creation “good”.  

I also experience earth as a reflection of God’s love through the eyes of my three-year-old 

grandson; spending time in the midst of his delighted giggles and squeals as he experiences the 

wonder of earthworms, mud puddles and lightening bugs for the first time… 

Falling in love with creation as God did.                       

Now, can you imagine your life without these experiences - extinguished by the illumination of 

human progress – housing, shopping centers, and highways; the blaring sounds of 

“civilization”; the pollution of our waterways from pesticides, oil and human wastefulness?  It 

doesn’t take much imagination because it is part of our reality, the effects of environmental 

degradation surround us and the reflection of God’s love has dimmed in the acres of asphalt, the 

gridlock of urban sprawl, and the blight of consumerism.    

How are we called to care for God’s creation?   
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As Christians, our responsibility for the environment begins with seeing and appreciating the 

goodness of all God's creation – not just for ourselves, but for future generations. In the 

beginning, "God looked at everything he had made, and he found it very good" (Gn 1:31).  Like 

children, we must fall in love with creation again.  We must be active with nature again – go 

outside, breath in the fresh air, let the sun warm our skin, talk with our neighbors, get our hands 

dirty, enjoy worship and fellowship outside our church buildings, walk in the woods and splash 

in the water.  We must learn from science what it will take to be good stewards of the earth.  

Read, talk, “Google”, and listen to what scientists have to say about what we can do to un-do 

the harm caused by human naivety, arrogance and indifference.  

As a community of faith, we must take action and use the gifts God has given us to re-imagine 

ways in which we can care for God’s creation.  The upcoming plant swap is one way – sharing 

the bounty of plants around our yards and gardens with others; trying out new species of plants 

from another’s bounty – dividing, sharing, discovering.  Perhaps a new garden – plants provide 

nutrients not only for the earth but for animals and humans.  Sharing the abundance of a garden 

with those who do not have access to fruits and vegetables.  Using nature-friendly household 

products like grass clippings instead of pesticides to inhibit weeds.  Shopping locally to help 

reduce our carbon footprint.  Reducing our use of plastics – such as shopping bags, straws and 

water bottles.  These are just a few ideas – I am certain we could brainstorm and come up with 

many, many more. 

God has provided us everything we need – everything we have is a gift from God.  Caring for 

the earth – caring for all creation – is caring about and loving God.  We can keep the reflection 

of God’s love vibrant and beautiful by respecting and caring for the blessings God has bestowed 

upon us through God’s creation.  

       Grace and Peace, 

       Vicar Kathy Stump 
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CONFIRMATION 2018—Duncansville Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 

Confirmation Camp—June 18th through the 22nd, 2018 

 

Leave early Monday AM and return late Friday PM 

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Sun and Sand Retreat Center 

10301 Coastal Highway, Ocean City MD 21842 

Non-confirmed youth entering 7th grade and older are eligible to attend. Parents/Caregivers 

may also attend and agree to help with daily tasks. Please understand that shared bunk rooms 

are the accommodations. Cost is $200 per person attending, the church will pay half for 

confirmation students. Includes housing, curriculum, food, and other activities. Spending 

money will be needed for boardwalk or other outings. Please register as soon as possible! 

Registration forms available at the Welcome Center.  
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Total Payment _____________ 
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MEMORIAL FLOWERS 
 

Order your Memorial Flowers today! 

 

Memorial Day, May 28, 2018 

 
Name__________________________________ Phone____________________________ 

  

 

In loving memory of________________________________________________________ 

  

In loving honor of_________________________________________________________ 

  

By_____________________________________________________________________ 

  

Total for outdoor potted plants  ($10 each)  $_________________ 

  

Donations for additional Memorial decorations  $_________________ 

  

Memorial Garden donation     $_________________ 

  

                  Total     $_________________    

  

  

For inclusion in the Memorial Worship bulletin, please order by Sunday May 20th, 2018.  Plants will be planted 

outside. Thank you! 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS    JUNE BIRTHDAYS   JULY BIRTHDAYS   

1    Amy Cole                    1    Noah Krider          1    Bridgett Krider 

 Jordan Hazenstab    4    Jeff Smith          Kim Clark 

 Cada Klaiber          Aden Sorge         Matthew Smith 

 5     Judith Taylor          Nicholas Petersen   2    Ashley Owen 

 7    Kathleen Shutt    6    Bobbi Nickum   6    Vickie Butler 

        Casey Miller    7    Beverly Litzinger   7    Carla Burk 

  8    Vincent Franco          Bradley Lantz         William Bell 

        Dominic Franco          McKayla Kling          Eileen Court 

        Adam Brumbaugh    9    Chris Scordo          Jackie Eberhart 

        Bob Johnson, Jr           Alexander Cannarsa  8     Dave Thompson 

        Mikayla Boyer    11  Dominic Amato          Roger Dibert 

  9    Miranda Carper    13  Megan Mauk          Heather Hooper 

10    Jenna Wilt         15  Howdy Smith   10   Drew Krider 

12   Abby Knee          Doug Lockard   12   Jim Detrick 

12   Isabella Douglas    16   Jim Dodge          Yvonne Haire 

16   Beth Lockard    17   Matt Hunter   15   Brett Andrews 

17   Jill Hirt            Craig Thompson   16   Sis Kirkham 

19   Sherri Faciszewski   18   Laney Kay DeGennaro         Shauni McDonald 

       Michael Burk    20   Carole Johnson          Siarra McDonald 

21   Jacob Douglas    22   Marsha Hunter   17   Nathan Scordo 

       Matt Germann    23   Jay Zimmerman   18   Don Detrick, Jr. 

       Jonathan Wilt    25   Gabrielle Brown          Susan Mielnik 

28   Jerry Smith           Lauren Douglas   19   Barry Morgan 

       Paxton Kling    26   Dave Pope          Sara Ritchey 

29   Holly Boyles    27   Nicole Burns          Abigail Barroner 

             Tyler Peterson   20   Ruth Grove 

      28   Nicki Wilkes          Maggie Franco 

      29   Patti Burk    22   Charles Banas 

             Julianna Franco          Michael Knox 

      30   Tim Civils   27   Lois Otto 

                  Lloyd Sorge 

                  Ashley Sorge 

           28   Bonnie Woomer  

           29   Helen VonStein 

                  Donna George 

           30   Daesia Sheaff 

                  Sierra Richardson 

           31   Kim Zeiss 
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Graduate Recognition Sunday 

June 3, 2018 

 

Dominic Daily (Hollidaysburg)  

Josh Dunkle (Hollidaysburg)  

Natalie Saylor (Altoona)  

Lucas Scordo (Hollidaysburg) 

Congratulations Graduates! 

           Attention Music Makers! 

 

 

There is a Music Appreciation Dinner on Thursday, May17th, in 

the Family Life Center. All music makers are welcome. Choir 

rehearsal will move to 5:15, Dinner at 6:00, and Praise Team 

rehearsal at 7:15. Please RSVP to church office.  
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Men’s Outing –All ages! 

 

June 10, 2018 at 2 PM 

 

Pickerel Pond Picnic area – Prince Gallitzin State Park (Lake Glendale) 

 

Cash donations for food appreciated. 

 

RSVP by Sunday, June 3, 2018, appreciated. 

 

Pontoon rides, bring your kayaks, yard games, food and devotions. 

 

Please RSVP. Forms can be mailed or dropped off at the church office. 

 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: _____________________________________________________ 

 

Number Attending: 

 

Adults: __________________________  Children: ___________________ 
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S E E D S  S C AT T E R E D  A N D  S OW N !  
 

E VA N G E L I C A L  L U T H E R A N  C H U RC H  
1200 Fourth Avenue 

Duncansville 

Plant, Seed and Flower 
Garden Swap  

May 19, 2018 

 Come join us in a phenomenal garden swap meet.  First, no money is involved – 

it’s free!  Bring those extra seeds, houseplants and flowers, like hostas and other 

perennial plants, individually separated and labeled.  Now, trade with someone that may 

have a new plant that can find a home in your garden.  For the early bloomers, we will 

begin at 9:00 am and continue until 12:00 noon.  This event will be held rain or shine.  

Bring your friends and their plants because the more that attend, the more flowers to 

swap.  Don’t have anything to swap?  Well that’s okay!  Come and see what we have and 

try something new. 

Come and talk with… 

 Penn State Master Gardener for tips 
and information 
 

 ACE Hardware for gardening tool 
ideas  

 
Enjoy conversation with fellow 
gardeners…refreshments…and more! 

For questions please call:  

      Church Office   695-0508 

      Paula                  695-4383 

      Melinda              696-8641 
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Youth Name_____________________________________________ Age_______  

Youth Name_____________________________________________ Age_______ 

Youth Name_____________________________________________ Age_______ 

Parent / Caregiver________________________________________ Phone________________________ 

Mobile Phone___________________________________________ e-mail_________________________ 

(select all that apply) 

Youth staying in cabin with adult leaders ____________     @ 50.00 =_______________ 

  (includes housing, food and activities-camperships available)  

Youth staying with parents in Tents/Cabins/Recreational Vehicles __________ @ 25.00 = ____________ 

  (includes food and activities)  

Adults ___________ @ 25.00 = _____________ 

  (includes food and activities)  

Please RSVP by June 30, 2018 

Buttonwood Campground, 1515 E River Rd., Mifflintown, PA 17059 

Visit their website at https://buttonwoodcamp.com/ 

July 12 thru 15, 2018 

 

https://buttonwoodcamp.com/
https://buttonwoodcamp.com/camp-with-us/reservations
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