
 

Save the Date! 

the 

MESSENGER 
Duncansville Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Book Study 
Outlaw Christian 

By Jacqueline A. Bussie 

We will have our Fall book study 
beginning on Thursday, 
September 29th at 7:30 PM.   
 
Other dates will include: 
October 13th    October 20th  
October 27th     November 3rd   
 
Please order your copy of 

Outlaw Christian by contacting 
the church office. The cost is 
$16.99  

 

 

REFORMATION 500 
A Year of Celebration and Learning 

It seems like yesterday that a young Martin Luther decided that all 
of his biblical, theological, and priestly learning somehow granted 
him permission to post a list of questions for which to debate among 
the educated leaders of Rome. As a people of faith close to 500 
years later, I wonder if the things that mattered to Martin matters to 
us in the 21st Century. We clearly learn about the impact of the 
Lutheran Reformation in our schools as part of a history lesson, and 
as Lutherans, confirmation programs and yearly Reformation 
celebrations at worship are a constant reminder of the impact 
Martin Luther has had on world history and the church. Luther’s 
interpretation of scripture has impacted countless numbers and 
much of what Luther taught regarding God’s grace and justification 
unto salvation has now been accepted by many including the 
Roman church as sound doctrine.  
 

MELLOTT 
BENEFIT DINNER 

October 1, 2016 

REFORMATION 
WORSHIP 
SERVICE 

October 30th  

All worship 

services. 

ALL HALLOW’S 
EVE DINNER 

October 30th – 5 PM 
A cross-

generational 

night!   

F A L L  2 0 1 6  

Ham Pot Pie and a 

bake sale to benefit 

the Mellott family. 

consequat quis. 

Continued on page 3 
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WELCOME VICAR  
AMANDA MCCAFFERY 

Hello!! It’s an honor to be here to serve God and this congregation over the next year! I look forward to 
getting to know all of you as we work together to further the mission of the Gospel! I wanted to take this 
opportunity to introduce myself so you all know a bit about me as we enter into this yearlong adventure. 
 I was born and raised in Hagerstown, Maryland.  I was not raised in the Lutheran church though.  In fact, 
I was raised unchurched.  After September 11, 2001, my family was searching for some comfort and decided to 
find that solace in church.  We began attending St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Hagerstown shortly after that.  I 
was baptized and confirmed into the church later that year, and have been growing in my love for God ever since.  
I’ve served on my church council as well as numerous committees and choirs, and developed a love for the 
church and the communities that are created there. 
 I attended Capital University in Columbus, Ohio, and graduated with a major in Religion and a minor in 
Environmental Science.  After college, I worked for an insurance agency for a few years, and then worked at a 
Housing Authority.  It was through my work in the Housing Authority where I found my calling in the church.  I 
wanted to work with people.  I wanted to reconcile a love for God and a love for people, and felt that strong 
calling to the church. 
 Now, when it came to choosing a seminary, I didn’t have to do much research since I already had a 
husband who was enrolled at the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg.  I had met my husband, Drew, 
in college, and we were married in 2012.  He graduated from Gettysburg in 2015 and is an Ordained Minister 
serving at Bethany Lutheran in Altoona.  Together, we have no children, except a dog, Levi.  We rescued him 
four years ago, and he is as spoiled as they come.  He will be serving occasional office hours, so feel free to stop 
by when he is in.  He would love to provide some pastoral care in the form of doggie kisses! 
 In our spare time, my husband and I enjoy playing board games, going on walks, reading, going on 
adventures, road trips, and of course, spending time with Levi.  Because my husband is serving another church, 
he will not be in worship for everyone to meet, but will be able to come to an occasional activity, and he is 
looking forward to being the Vicar’s husband.  We’re both looking forward to what this year will have to offer 
and the opportunity to learn and grow in this community.  
 Feel free to find me on Facebook/Instagram/Snapchat/Twitter or email me at vicaramanda@gmail.com. 
I have a hashtag that you can follow of #thevicarlife to keep track of the life of a vicar as well as all of the 
wonderful ministries of DELC!  Also, don’t forget about the #mydelc hashtag to keep up on how we as a 
congregation are serving Christ and our neighbors!   
  
Peace be with you all as we embark on this journey together! 
 
In Christ, Vicar Amanda McCaffery 
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REFORMATION 500: 
A Year of Celebration 

And Learning 
(continued from page 1)  

continually been reformed and transformed in 
our understanding of God’s grace over the past 
500 years as Lutheran Christians seeking to bear 
witness to the love of God with all we 
encounter.  
 
In the coming weeks, a Reformation 500 
branding will reach its final stages and the 
outside and inside of the building will begin to 
reflect our theme. Banners, documents and 
media feeds will feature our Reformation 500 
branding and planned events will reflect the 
themes that will culminate with an 11 day trip 
to Germany focusing on Reformation learning 
where it all began. If you would like to be part 
of the planning, please contact Pr. Jaime as we 
prepare to put together a planning team to make 
our Reformation 500 year a memorable one.  
 

Pastor Jaime 
 

In my own personal journey, I was one who 
clearly believed that I was never going to be 
good enough to enter into the presence of God. 
It was not until I began learning about Martin 
Luther and the teachings of the Lutheran 
church that while it is true, I will never be good 
enough, by God’s love and grace, I will see the 
face of God and be judged rightly. Pardon the 
pun, but for me, it was a reforming moment and 
one that ultimately led to me taking the plunge 
to become an ordained minister.  
 
With all of this said, I am excited to announce 
that for the next year, as a congregation, we will 
be devoting much of our time on conversations, 
worship planning, preaching and learning 
together about the reformer himself, the impact 
the reformation has had on the church, 
education and culture, and how we have 

 

Mellott Benefit 
Dinner 

Saturday, October 1, 2016 

3:00 – 6:00 PM 

Bake Sale table for dessert 

Being told you have cancer is never easy.  Treatments are difficult 

and expensive.  To be the church, we are called to help those who 

are struggling and be with them in the journey.  Please help us 

help the Mellott family.  
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Blessing of the Pets 

Commemoration of the Feast of 
Saint Francis 

Saturday, October 1, 2016 

4:00 PM 

Cash donations will be accepted to benefit the Mellott 

family 

      

Living with Limitations 

Lynn Daily invites you to a time of conversation, 

mutual support and shared ministry for those living 

with limitations.  Have pain, arthritis, limited 

mobility, illness, or disease?  Lynn knows firsthand 

what it’s like to live with limitations. Her education in 

the field of social work and her deep faith make her an 

excellent choice to lead this support group.  

Join us in the church parlor – Thursdays at 6 PM. 

Meet Aussie! 

The newest furry member of DELC! 

Christmas Eve Worship 

5:00 PM    Family-friendly and children-focused  worship  

8:00 PM    An Encounter Christmas  

  A blend of contemporary and traditional carols 

11:00 PM  Midnight Mass 

  A traditional Christmas liturgy with special  

  music and filled with traditional carols  

All services will offer Holy Communion. 

 

Be In the Know! 

Visit www.duncansvillelutheran.com to view the 

calendar of activities at church.  If you have a 

smartphone or tablet, download the DELC church app 

from the Apple or Google stores. 



 

 

THE MESSENGER FALL 2016 

5 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 

 

Alex’s Million Mile Walk-Run-Ride 2016 
Please join the Brian Morden Foundation as we partner with Alex’s 

Lemonade Stand to raise awareness of childhood cancer during the month 

of September (National Childhood Cancer Awareness Month).  To find a 

cure for childhood cancer, we’re joining thousands going the distance – 

running, walking or biking a million miles.  That’s a long way, but a 

parent of a child with cancer would go that far (and then some) to find a 

cure.  Join our team at: 

http://www.alexslemonade.org/mypage/1256000 

If you register, you will be able to create your own fundraising page 

allowing you to post messages, pictures, etc. of all your activities in the 

month of September. 
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Annual Patriotic  
Musical Tribute 

Sunday, September 11, 2016 

3:00 PM 
Altoona Area High School Auditorium 

 

Guest Speaker:  Mr. Gordon Felt 
President of the Families of Flight 93 

 
Blair County Brassworks will perform on the 

patio from 2:00 – 2:30 PM 
 

Other performances by: 
Flight 93 Memorial Chorus 

Altoona Dance Theatre 
Bellwood-Antis Middle School Chorale 

Flight 19 
Jim Worthing, Greg Brandt, Doug Rhodes 

AAHS Brass Quintet 
Starting Over Quartet 

AAHA Student Ambassadors 
Community Leaders, EMT’s, firefighters, police 

officers, Boy Scouts, and more! 
 

Doors open at 2:30 PM  

Personal Care Kits Needed 
for DeRemer Circle 

Support the ladies of our DeRemer Circle by 
providing items for personal care kits.  When 
natural disasters strike or political conflict 
flares, families often have little time to gather 
their belongings before fleeing the danger.  
These items will allow families to care for 
themselves during these tragic times.  Items 
include: 

• Bath-size towels and wash cloths 

• Bars of soap 

• Toothbrushes 

• Sturdy comb 

• Nail clippers 
 
For more information regarding this outreach 
project, please see a member of the DeRemer 
Circle. 

Photo from College Student Dinner with Pastor Jaime 
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Highlights of the July Council Meeting 
 

COMMENTS FROM PASTOR JAIME 

• Would like to upgrade the chapel in 
2017 especially the lighting 

• Hallways need painted before we install 
the new carpeting 

                       

COMMENTS FROM VICAR MATTHEW   

• Has another month to go.  

• Working on seminary requirements, 
internship, final evaluation and approval 
essay. 

• Thank you to everyone. 
                                            
OLD BUSINESS:    

• Review and approve the Mission/Vision 
Statement 

• DeGol Carpet was the low bidder on the 
carpet installation 

                                          

NEW BUSINESS: 

• Red Cross Blood Drive on March 
22,2017 

• Wedding requests approved: Bridgett 
Krider in November; Jill Evans in 
December, and Geoff Blackburn 

            in January 

• Approved new ceiling and lighting for 
the parlor appx cost $5100. 

• Life Touch would like to do a new 
church directory next year  

               

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING     
September 7, 2016   7:00 PM 

 
Council met at 7:00 PM on Jul 12th.    
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

 
Witness Committee:  Marsha Hunter 

• Working with a girl from Pittsburgh on a 
Martin Luther’s 500th Anniversary 
banner. 

• VBS will be July 25-29   6:30 – 9 PM 

 
Youth Committee: Dale Holsopple 

• Possible D.C. service project in 
November. 

 

Finance Committee:  Chris Scordo 

• Met with Thrivent regarding a gift from 
Lillian Clapper 

 

Property Committee:  Tom Lantz 

• Dan Smith contacted to do some plaster 
touch up. 

               

Learning Committee:  Jay Zimmerman                   

• Fall Sunday School meeting planned 
 

Service Committee:  Sue Nelson 

• Church picnic will be Aug. 7th at 
Duncansville Memorial Park at 5 PM 

 
Pastor Parish/Mutual Ministry:  Lloyd Sorge 

• Nothing to report   

        
Worship Committee:  Paula Kauffman 

• Everything running smoothly. 
Attendance is increasing    

        

Congregational Resources:  JJ Barroner 

• Mission Statement Review 

TIGER PACK PROGRAM 
September Items Needed 

 
Plastic jars of peanut butter and jelly 

Canned meats 
 

For more information, contact Amy Lowey at  
931-5965 



 

 

 

Strategic Planning Update 
 For the past 18 months, DELC has been working on strategic planning to develop plans for our 

congregation’s future.  Although there hasn’t been much communication to the congregation during 

those 18 months, there has been a significant amount of effort put toward the process.  Much research 

has been done to understand the church in the local community as well as the larger, world church.  

Congregational trend analyses have been studied, articles about strategic planning in churches have 

been read, and small group meetings have been held with our church council and others who are part 

of our strategic planning committee.  

 Within the next few months, our congregation will be presented with a revised DELC Mission 

and Vision Statement.  Church council, along with the strategic planning team, has developed this 

statement to be the foundation of our future strategic planning activities.  Pastor Jaime will discuss the 

statement in future sermons to ensure all congregants understand its intentions.  At our congregational 

meeting in November, this revised statement will be voted upon by the congregation.  Upon approval 

of the Mission and Vision Statement, church council and our strategic planning team will move 

forward with additional strategic planning activities.  

 Thank you to our church council and strategic planning team for the work they have already 

done with this process. 

           James J. Barroner 

Duncansville Evangelical Lutheran Church 

1200 4th Avenue 

Duncansville, PA 16635 
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