
 

 

  

Save the Date! 

the 

MESSENGER 
DUNCANSVILLE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

   

Wine and Carols 

December 16th 

Blue Christmas 
Service 

December 21st 

7:30 PM 

Reception to 
follow. 

Snow Camp 

February 3-4, 2017 

See page 2 for 
more information. 

C H R I S T M A S  2 0 1 6  

The Shepherd 
and Lambs 

Please consider selecting a lamb 
from the Shepherd and Lamb 
display in the Narthex.  Please 
select one or more lamb and 
sign the sheet next to the 
number of the lamb or lambs 
you take.  On the back of the 
lamb will be suggestions for the 
gift requested.  Return the gift 
(wrapped), with the lamb 
attached to the outside of the 
gift, before December 18th.  The 
names of those in need have 
been provided to us by the 
Family Intervention Services of 
Hollidaysburg. 

This is a great congregational 
service project we support on an 
annual basis. 

6:00 – 8:00 PM 

Brookmere Wine 
Bar. 

	
	
	

5:00	PM	–	Family	Worship	
8:00	PM	–	Encounter	Christmas	

11:00	PM	–	Traditional	Christ	Mass	
	

9:00	AM	Christmas	Day	–	Carols	and	Communion	
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Blue Christmas  
Service 

Wednesday, December 21st 
7:30 PM 

If you or your family is struggling with loss as we 
move toward the Season of Christmas, join us for a 
time to remember and to worship in the assurances 
of our faith as we honor those who now dwell in the 
presence of God.  You are welcomed to bring a 
framed photograph of those you wish to remember to 
be placed in their remembrance.  A reception will 
follow to allow for conversation and mutual support 
as we gather to offer comfort and hope in the midst 
of grief. 

Depart Friday, February 3rd at 4:30 PM 

Return Saturday, February 4th at 8:30 PM 

Grades 7 – 12 may participate 

Cost is $30.00 

Registration forms are at the Welcome Center 

Get into the Christmas spirit by joining church 
members at a wine tasting and Christmas carol 
sing-a-long.  The event will be at Brookmere Wine 
Bar, 6 Sheraton Drive, from 6:00 to 8:00 PM. 

A $10 donation benefits the Brian Morden 
Foundation (brianmordenfoundation.org).   

Bring a sweet and savory snack to share! 

Snow Camp 
February 3-4, 2017 

Wine and Carols 
Friday, December 16th 

New Year’s Day 
One Worship Service 

There will be one worship service on  

Sunday, January 1, 2017. 

Worship with Communion will be at 9:00 AM. 
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How Does Deremer Circle Support Our Mission 
to Connect with and Support our  

Community and the Larger Church? 

2

5. 32 containers of cookies were provided 
to church members who are homebound 
or in nursing homes, and to American 
Rescue Workers to support their 
Christmas projects. 

6. Donations were collected for the 
Operation S.O.S. (Support our Soldiers) 
project. 

7. Food is collected for the Tiger Pack 
Program to support the Hollidaysburg 
Area School District. 

8. Money donations were collected for 
Hurricane Matthew victims in North 
Carolina. 

9. A kitchen shower was organized for a 
family from Bethany Lutheran Church 
who lost their mother and father only 
days apart leaving 4 young children and 
2 grown children without parents, only 
to then suffer the loss of their home by 
fire. 

Thank you Deremer Circle!!! 

2017 Offering Envelopes 
DELC moving to a new format.  Envelopes to be 

mailed to members every three months. 

DELC offering envelopes will be mailed to members 
starting in 2017.  Weekly envelopes, as well as other 
“special” envelopes, will be included in the mailing.  
Use the “Heritage for Tomorrow” envelopes to 
support future building improvements as well as 
other special projects.   

1

The ladies of our Deremer Circle work hard 
every year to connect with and support our 
community and the larger church.  Here are 
some of those activities: 

1. Every February, the group supports 
“Undie Sundays” where underwear, 
socks, etc. are collected and sent to 
Family Services of Blair County. 

2. Personal care items, band-aids, new 
apparel, and quilts are provided to 
Family Services. 

3. The Knit Wits group makes hats, scarves 
and prayer shawls.  Organizations such 
as the Hershey Medical Center, 
Seafarer’s International (NYC), Simpson 
Temple Church, Bethany Lutheran 
Church, St. Vincent DePaul Society, 
American Rescue Workers, as well as 
others, benefit from these items. 

4. Two knotted quilts were donated to 
Camp Sequanota for their annual quilt 
auction. 
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2017: An Eco-Reformation 

The holidays are upon us.  The hustle 
and bustle of shopping, decorating, traveling, 
cooking, and everything else that has to get 
done is here.  We go through all of the stress 
and planning, and then after the New Year, it’ll 
all get put away, or thrown away, and 
everything goes back to normal. 
 As we embark on 2017, I will be kicking 
off my internship project.  We are celebrating 
the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, so I 
am proposing that we look at an Eco-
Reformation this upcoming year.  We will take 
a fresh approach to how we are using and 
abusing God’s created world.  The project will 
have many components, which will include 
evaluating our own usage and equipment, 
starting a recycling program, bible studies, as 
well as working with the Allegheny Synod to 
plant 500 trees to celebrate God’s great creation 
alongside our Reformation anniversary. 
We are all called to be stewards of God’s 
creation.  So, what does it mean to be a 
steward? A steward is a manager; more 
specifically, a manager over things that are not 
theirs.  This is where we get the term 
“stewardship,” which is commonly combined 
with the idea of giving money to the church.  
However, stewardship means more than just 
giving money.  
  

Stewardship is about managing what God has 
given us – which includes money, creation, our 
bodies, or even our relationships.  These are all 
gifts from God, which we are responsible to take 
care of.   

Over the remainder of my internship, I 
hope to work alongside all of you in improving 
our stewardship of creation.  I’m looking for a few 
volunteers who would be willing to be a part of a 
conversation regarding what we as a congregation 
can do to promote better creation care.  Please let 
me know if you would like to be a part of that 
conversation. 
 Just as a sending note, make sure you 
check out DELC’s new Facebook page.  And 
don’t forget about our Walk to Wittenberg! Keep 
an eye on Martin Luther tracking our miles to and 
from Wittenberg over this next year! 
 My prayers are with all of you throughout 
this holiday season.  May you feel God’s presence 
and peace throughout and spread that to all this 
season.  Happy Holy-days to you all! 
 
Peace, 
 
Vicar Amanda 
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Church Council  
November Highlights 

Outreach:  

Reformation signage installed.  Reformation tee shirts being 
completed.  Holiday advertising to be developed. 

Christian Ed.:  Sunday School materials to be ordered. 

Service:  Shepherd and Lambs gifts for children to be 

available soon. 

Finance: Treasurer’s report presented and approved. 

Property:  Furnace repairs currently underway.  Damaged 

water lines flooded the furnace area and damaged the pumps 

and computer boards. 

Worship and Music:  Two individuals needed for 

Communion/Altar Guild.  Recommended and approved 

Janey Martinsen and Alex Schwind to direct adult choir 
until Lois Hunter returns. 

Congregational Resources:  Updates on web development 

and Mission/Vision Statement presented. 

Pastor/Parish:  Nothing to report. 

Old Business: 

1. Mission/Vision Statement to be mailed with 
proposed budget.  Time and Talent Forms to be 

mailed with next newsletter. 

2.  Currently awaiting estimate to replace the Nave’s 

sound board in the sound room. 

3. Approved recognition for Howard Smith for his 

many years of service in the sound room. 

4. Lifetouch Church Directory – photos to be taken 

January 10-14, 2017.  

New Business: 

1. Approved membership for Suzanne Gati. 

2. January/February benevolence will be local food 
banks 

3. Approved support of Ryan Harley in IGNITE. 

4. Begin 2017/2018 Intern application process. 

Time and Talent Forms 

The work of the church can be an over-
whelming task, but many hands coming 
together to complete those tasks can 
make a great impact on our ministry.  
You will find a Time and Talent Form 
included with this newsletter.  Please 
look it over, complete the requested 
personal information so that we may 
create an accurate database, and then 
review the many different tasks listed on 
page 2 of the form.  If you have a gift in a 
specific area, please consider marking 
that area so that we may begin to build a 
“talent bank” from which volunteers may 
be chosen.  You may either place the 
completed form in the offering plate, or 
return it to the church office. 

If you have any specific questions about 
completing the form, please contact J.J. 
Barroner (696-2816). 
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Birthday Lists 

    

Youth Travel to 
Washington, DC 

On Veteran’s Day weekend, our youth and 
chaperones traveled to Washington, DC to 
tour the Capitol Building and the National 
Cathedral, witness the wreath laying by 
President Obama at the Tomb of Unknown 
Soldier, and take in many of the other sites. 

Thank you DELC for always supporting 
our youth! 
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ADVENT – A New Beginning 

2

Traditions are a strange phenomenon. For 
some, there are no traditions; only habits from 
memories past or expectations present. For us, a 
people of faith, all that we do during this time of 
year should always be focused on Jesus the 
Christ and his purpose for coming into the 
world in the first place. If your sole purpose for 
Christmas is to add to your store of plenty, I 
think you are missing the mark. The advent of 
Christ comes when those around us see and 
experience Christ in and through us. How do 
we do that? Here at DELC, it’s evident in the 
children who will experience Christmas when 
the Shepherd’s lambs are adopted and 
Christmas gifts are purchased. It is evident by 
the countless items that have been sent to 
soldiers serving far from home. It is real by the 
food items that continue to flow in and out of 
our doors for local food banks and the Tiger 
Back Pack program. Along with our routine of 
giving here, there are many of you who give to 
those in need in many and varying ways. For 
that, I am truly grateful for your kindness and 
generosity. Please give until it hurts a little so 
you can begin to understand what it means for 
those who hurt a lot! Decorate every corner, 
buy the gifts you so earnestly desire, but above 
all, remember the greatest gift is the one who 
gave himself for us—Jesus is the only reason we 
have the season! 
 
Love in Christ—Merry Christmas, 
 
Pastor Jaime 
 

1

Advent is now upon us. Advent marks the 
beginning of a new church year where, with 
anticipation, we wait to celebrate the coming of 
our Lord in the manger along with his return on 
the last day. Jesus is our Alpha and Omega, our 
beginning and end, and in him, our hope 
beyond all that we presently know.  As a 
Christian, each year I am reminded that I take 
guilty pleasure in making Christmas a 
Christianized pagan holiday marked by boughs 
of green, colored lights and bobbles, every 
corner decorated as I contribute to the overload 
to power grids and strain to the family utility 
budget. With that said, what the decorations 
present are a reminder that the Savior King 
born in a manger is worth a blowout party with 
the finest of all we have to offer. While it is true 
that many of our traditions are steeped in pagan 
traditions, that is exactly how Christianity 
spread to countries when the wisest 
missionaries would meld the Christmas story to 
pagan traditions that often brightened an 
otherwise dark and dismal time of year.  Jesus, 
the light of the world is marked with the 
lighting of candles and yule logs, adopted from 
a Germanic people-giving honor to the hunt 
and the god Oden. Everlasting life is marked by 
the hanging of pine branches, adapted from the 
Roman celebration to the feast of Saturnalia, a 
pagan holiday to honor the god Saturn marked 
by sacrifice in the temple. Interesting isn’t it that 
sacrifice is such a part of our faith in the one 
who sacrificed himself on the cross so that you 
and I could experience life everlasting through 
him. 

I wonder what it would be like if we 
planned a Christmas Eve service without the 
lighting of candles and the singing of Silent 
Night. We know from above the reason for 
lighting candles, but did you know the singing 
of Silent Night, a beloved tradition, began when 
a church organ broke and all that was available 
was a gifted songwriter with guitar in hand. 



 

 

 

Christmas Poinsettias 

The beautiful poinsettias that grace the Nave during the days 
surrounding our Christmas services are always given to the Glory of 
God, and often in memory of the saints that have gone before us.  

These memorials are a fitting way to recall the life and witness of those of the faith who have 
helped light the path of our discipleship.  If there is anyone for whom you would like to be 
remembered in this fashion, please complete the form below and return it with the proper amount 
to the church office, or you may place it in the offering plate.  ALL REQUESTS MUST BE 
RECEIVED NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 15TH. 

 

Name of person(s) to be remembered:        

Name of person(s) to be honored:         

Your name or envelope number:         

Payment of $7.00 each must be received no later than December 15th. 
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